
4/11/08 
 
 
Dear unnamed local church*- 
 
 I recently attended your Sunday morning service the weekend of 4/6, and was encouraged by your 
desire to partner with those from another local church* in an effort to move forward together in ministry 
according to your Spirit-led convictions.  I pray God’s blessing on you as you continue to seek His guidance in 
the coming together of two congregations.   
 I write mainly, in humility, to seek a greater understanding of your current teaching series, “Outlaw.”  
It struck my curiosity as to how you arrived at the conclusion that Messiah Jesus is in some sense an “outlaw” 
of sorts.  I sought out your website for more information, and saw that you propone, “It was at Easter that God 
intended to break all the rules that man had come up with about how we are supposed to connect with God.  If you were going to 
break all the rules you would need an Outlaw.  That is really what Jesus was.  He came in human form to break through all the 
man-made rules so that we could really connect with God.”  I see a glimmer of accuracy in this, but am not convinced 
that Jesus may be deemed an “outlaw” according to His mission.1   
 The definition of an “outlaw” according to the Oxford American Dictionary is, “a person who has 
broken the law, esp. one who remains at large or is a fugitive.”  This is not what Jesus was or is.  According to 
Matthew 5:17-18 (ESV), Jesus himself stated, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth 
pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.”  Jesus did not come to break 
the Law, but rather to fulfill it on our behalf so that we could connect with God!  Blomberg notes,  

 
“Matthew 5:17-20 forms the thesis paragraph for the Sermon on the Mount and the key to 

understanding Matthew’s presentation of the relationship between Jesus’ teaching and the law (or the 
OT more generally).  Jesus neither abolishes the Hebrew Scriptures nor preserves them without 
changing the way many portions apply to his followers.  The key to the relationship again is 
“fulfillment”- bringing to completion everything that was originally intended by God.  The sacrifices 
will clearly be abolished, fulfilled once and for all by Christ’s death (see Hebrews throughout), while 
many moral principles will equally clearly remain unchanged.”2 

 
 Moreover, Jesus by no means remains “at large” or a “fugitive” according to the definition of an 
“outlaw.”  He is the One who reigns as King in sovereignty over the universe, in perfect justice and 
righteousness, and in Him there is no sin!3  It is vitally important to note that in Jesus there is no sin at all, 
especially in light of the fact that 1 John equates sin with lawlessness.4  Those who remain in their sin are 
outlaws against the Holy and Righteous judge and they need the very One who can save them from remaining 
“at large” or a “fugitive” in their sins; namely Messiah Jesus.  
 Thus, a better term to apply to Jesus would be that which Scripture chooses, either Messiah or Savior.  
Jesus is the Anointed One of God who came to accomplish for us through his life, death, and resurrection all 
that we could not do in and of ourselves, so that we could have a relationship with God through Him.   
 Again, I write in humility to seek the accurate representation of our great God and Savior, Messiah 
Jesus!  I am grateful for your church’s* faithful service of the Lord and anticipate great things done by Him at 
your church* in the future! 
 
  
 Blessings in Christ our Savior, 
 
 
 Kevin Fiske 
  
*The names of the churches have been omitted in this edited edition of the original letter. 

                                                
 1 Cf. Matthew 5:17ff 
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